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TEEN BIRTH  RATES

Source:  The Economist, October 31st – November 6th 2009. 

Why do we care?Why do we care?
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Implications of teen childbearing for the mother
subsequent lower educational attainment
lower labor market outcomes
decrease financial self-sufficiency

Implications of teen childbearing for the child 
children of teen mothers are more likely to have a low birth 

weight and to be born prematurely
more likely to be sexually active at an early age and become 

teen parents themselves.

Teen childbearing are Teen childbearing are ‘‘possiblypossibly’’
associated with negative consequencesassociated with negative consequences

Public Costs 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy analysis shows 

that teen childbearing (teens 19 and younger) in California cost
taxpayers (federal, state, and local) at least $896 million in 2004 
http://www.thenationalcampaign.org/costs/pdf/states/california/fact-sheet.pdf
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Teen Birth Rate Comparisons, 2006Teen Birth Rate Comparisons, 2006
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California data sources:  Teen births: Public Use Birth Statistical Master File, 2006.  Teen population: State of California, Department of 
Finance:  Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 2000-2050.  Sacramento, CA, July 2007. U.S. * Data source: National Vital 
Statistics Reports; Vol. 57, No. 12, March 18, 2009. International data:  The World Bank Group, Health Nutrition & Population Statistics data 
by country. URL:  
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California and U.S. Teen Birth Rates, 
1991-2008
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Sources:  Teen births:  Public Use Birth Statistical Master File, years 1991-2008.  Teen population:  Years 1991-1999, State of 
California, Department of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 1990-1999.  Sacramento, CA, May 2004.  Years 
2000-2008, State of California, Department of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 2000-2050.  Sacramento, CA, 
July 2007.  U.S. data sources:  years 1991-2006 - National Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 57, No. 7, January 7, 2009; year 2007 - Births:  
Preliminary data for 2007. National Vital Statistics Report, Vol. 57 No. 12, March 18, 2009. *U.S. data for 2007 is preliminary. **U.S. 
data for 2008 is not available. 
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California Teen Birth Rates, 
1998-2008
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Sources:  Teen births: Public Use Birth Statistical Master File, years 1998-2008.  Teen population:  Years 1998-1999, State of 
California, Department of Finance:  Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 1990-1999.  Sacramento, CA, May 2004.  Years 
2000-2008, State of California, Department of Finance:  Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 2000-2050. Sacramento, 
CA, July 2007. 

Prepared by:  California Department of Public Health, Center for Family Health, Office of Family Planning, July 2009.

Ages 18-19

Ages 15-19

Ages 15-17
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Data Sources: Birth Statistical Master File, State of California, Department of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population with Age and 
Sex Detail, 2000–2050. Sacramento, CA, July 2007

California Teen Birth Rates by Single 
Year Age, 1991- 2008
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California Teen Birth Rates
(females age 15-19 years)

In California in 2008, there were 2,859 
fewer teen births than if the 2007 teen birth 

rate had remained the same.

These 2,859 fewer teen births saved 
California taxpayers approximately 

$98 million.

Source for costs: “No Time for Complacency: Teen Births in California,” Public Health Institute, 2008 Spring Update. 
Taxpayer costs include tax revenue costs on parents’ income and consumption, public assistance direct and 
administrative costs such as welfare and medical assistance, costs for increased foster placement and incarceration 
of children, and tax revenue costs based on children’s incomes and consumption when they reach young adulthood 
compared to costs for 20-21 year old mothers. This estimate assumed a 2.7% average annual inflation since the 
year 2000 as noted in the 2008 Spring Update:  “No Time for Complacency: Data Sources and Analysis Methods.”
Total costs to society are over twice the taxpayer cost.

Prepared by:  California Department of Public Health, Center for Family Health, Office of Family Planning, July 2009.
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California Teen Birth Rates by 
Race/Ethnicity & Year, 2006-2008

Race/Ethnicity
Sources:  Teen births:  Public Use Birth Statistical Master File, years 2006-2008.  Teen population:  State of California, Department of 
Finance:  Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 2000-2050. Sacramento, CA, July 2007, years 2006-2008. Births to 
mothers identified as “other” or “unknown” race are excluded from the analysis.  For 2006  they comprised 0.94% of teen births,  
0.98% in 2007 and 1.1% in 2008.
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Number of teens: Years 2000-2008, State of California, Department of Finance, Race/Ethnic Population with Age and Sex Detail, 
2000-2050. Sacramento, CA, July 2007.  “All Other” race/ethnicity population is comprised of American Indian and Multiple Race 
female teens.

Prepared by:  California Department of Public Health, Center for Family Health, Office of Family Planning, July 2009.

Number of Female Teens by Race/Ethnicity, 
Age 15-19 Years, California, 2000-2008

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

Year
Hispanic White Asian/Pacific Islander African American All Other

Total - 1,186,951

Total - 1,470,271   
24% increase

39%

45%

38%
35%
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with Age and Sex Detail, 2000-2050.  Sacramento, CA, July 2009. 
Prepared by: The Bixby Center  for Global Reproductive Health, University of California, San Francisco, for California Department of 
Public Health, Center for Family Health, Office of Family Planning, July 2009 .

Teen Birth Rate*

2006-2008**

*   Number of births per 1,000 females ages 15-19.  
** Three years of teen data (births and population 
counts) were combined to produce more stable birth 
rates.

Statistically significantly higher †

No Statistical Difference ‡

Statistically significantly lower †

In Comparison to California’s Rate:

† After subtracting the county’s 
contribution to the state rate.
‡ Or too few births to produce a 
stable rate (Alpine & Sierra).
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It worked …
“It” – an array of State programs (Family 
PACT, Community Challenge Grant, etc.)

Teen birth rate cuts in half from 70.9 in 
1991 to 35.2 in 2008
Teens 15-17 (1991-2008):

population     52%
births             34%

Teens 18-19 (1991-2008): 
population     42%
births            22%

Challenges – some areas and population 
subgroups continue to have high TBR
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Other Data Resources
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/ohir/Pages/CHSP
PriorReports.aspx
http://www.applications.dhs.ca.gov/vsq/default.asp
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/Count
yBirthStatisticalDataTables.aspx
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/data/statistics/Pages/BirthP
rofilesbyZIPCode.aspx
http://teenbirths.phi.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nvsr/nvsr57/nvsr57_1
2.pdf
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Thank you!
Questions ?

Marina J. Chabot, MSc
Marina.Chabot@cdph.ca.gov

916-650-0467


